
 

 
 Wyandot County 

Economic Development 

Annual Dinner 
 
This year’s Annual Wyandot County 
Economic Development Dinner is 
going to be bigger than ever. On 
August 19 at the Masters Building, 
attendees will see the vast amount 
activity that the Wyandot County 
Office of Economic Development 
has had in one short year. The 
dinner will begin at 5:00 p.m. and 
allow time for guests to mingle.  
 

Speakers for the dinner include:  

Ralph Izzo - Chairman, President and CEO, PSEG 

Lisa Patt-McDaniel - Director, Ohio Department of Development 

Robert Gillette - CEO, First Solar Inc. 

Diana Drysdale - Vice President of Renewables, PSEG Global 
 

Eric Romich will be giving an overview of the Wyandot County Office of 
Economic Development and a summary of the prior years achievements.    
 

Wyandot Solar tours available to the general public! Just hours before the 
annual dinner, the new Wyandot Solar field will be dedicated. Anyone 
wishing to get an inside look at this expansive technological feat can sign up 
for a guided bus tour by contacting Stephanie Ogg at 
specialevents@csbanking.com or calling 419-427-9914. Tours will be from 
10:00 until 2:00.  
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Dates & Events 
8/19/10  Wyandot Solar Ribbon 

Cutting Ceremony  
 

8/19/10 Wyandot County Economic    

Development Annual Dinner 
 

8/24/10 Small Towns- Big Futures! 

 
For details on these programs please visit 
the WCOED website Programs, Events, & 
Dates section. 

WCOED Meeting Change 
The WCOED meeting schedule has been changed. The group will now 
meet every other month. When the group does not meet, a newsletter will 
be issued via email and the website. The newsletter will include vital 
statistics on the group as well as economic development articles. Visit the 

website to see the meeting dates and times.  

Meeting Dates for 2010: 

July 12th 

September 13th 

November 8th 

Welcome New Members 

Guardian Industries 

Huntington Bank 

ODOD Procure Leads  40 

WCOED Leads 20 

Website Visits  2587 

New Prospect Site Visits 13 

Grant Dollars Submitted  $  8,561,000.00  

Grant Dollars Approved  $     245,600.00  

Outside Investment brought 
into the community 

 $     40,000,000  

Assisted Manufactures  with 
Equipment Investment      
Projects 

$11,000,000  

Jobs Created or Retained 115 

Business Retention &         
Expansion Visits 

58  

Business Attraction Marketing 
Packets Distributed 

216 

Note -  numbers are cumulative estimates from 
the organizations inception intended to give 

board  members a snapshot of the overall    
impact. 

http://www.wyandotcountyeconomicdevelopment.com/WCOEDNews/programseventsanddates/programseventsanddates.aspx#Airbus_Supplier_Summit
http://www.wyandotcountyeconomicdevelopment.com/WCOEDNews/programseventsanddates/programseventsanddates.aspx#Airbus_Supplier_Summit
http://www.wyandotcountyeconomicdevelopment.com/WCOEDNews/programseventsanddates/programseventsanddates.aspx
http://www.wyandotcountyeconomicdevelopment.com/WCOEDNews/programseventsanddates/programseventsanddates.aspx
http://wyandotcountyeconomicdevelopment.com/WCOED/newsletters.aspx
http://wyandotcountyeconomicdevelopment.com/WCOED/schedule.aspx


òSmall Towns, Big Futures!ó 
 
Wyandot County is comprised of several small communities which give the 
county it’s unique personality.  The Ohio Rural Community Assistance Program 
will be hosing a conference, “Small Towns- Big Futures!”, on August 24 and 25. 
The conference will focus on community development, infrastructure and 
leadership.  
 
Sen. Sherrod Brown, the keynote speaker, will be focusing on improving the 
rural economy. Dr. Ned Hill of Cleveland State will be speaking on the 
fundamentals of economic development.  
 
Sessions will be offered through out the two day event, each focusing on 
different topics. Topics include: workforce development, state and federal 
legislation that affects small communities and improving infrastructure.  
 
Structured sessions are not the only learning prospects being offered. Attendees will have an opportunity to network 
with other attendees in the evening on the first day and meet with representatives from state and federal funding 
sources on the second day. 
 
For more information about this conference, including pricing, please view the PDF version of the event’s registration 
brochure.  
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Ohio Supreme Court Decision 
 

A recent Ohio Supreme Court Decision (Meccon, Inc. v. 
Univ. of Akron) set conditions under which wrongfully 
rejected bidders in public-improvement projects can 
recuperate reasonable bid-preparation costs.  
 
This decision will discourage public authorities from 
violating state competitive-bidding laws. It applies when a 
bidder is proven wrongfully rejected and injunction relief is 
no longer available.  
 
Justice Robert Cupp, in the slip opinion (Slip Opinion No. 
2010-Ohio-3297) stated, “we hold that when a rejected 
bidder establishes that a public authority violated state 
competitive-bidding laws in awarding a public-
improvement contract, that bidder may recover 
reasonable bid-preparation costs as damages if that 
bidder promptly sought, but was denied, injunctive relief 
and it is later determined that the bidder was wrongfully 
rejected and injunctive relief is no longer available.” 

Business Plan Competitions Fosters  
New Entrepreneurial Ideas 
 

The University of Dayton Business Plan Competition 

has grown from 24 entries in their inaugural year of 

2006, to 82 entries in the 2010 competition.  The 

University of Dayton Business Plan Competition is a 

unique way cultivating good business plans in the 

region to inspire economic development activities 

leading to job creation.   

The Business Plan Competition consists of a series of 

work sessions leading up to the competition, including 

one-on-one mentoring support.  As a result, 

entrepreneurs end up with an enhanced business plan 

and refined presentation skills.  In addition, the 

competition offers exposure to key development 

stakeholders in the community and potential venture 

capital.  However, the primary motivation is 

undoubtedly the $20,000 first place prize.    

http://www.glrcap.org/image_upload/File/RCAP%202010%20Conference%20Brochure%20and%20Registration.pdf
http://www.glrcap.org/image_upload/File/RCAP%202010%20Conference%20Brochure%20and%20Registration.pdf
http://www.glrcap.org/image_upload/File/RCAP 2010 Conference Brochure and Registration.pdf


SB 232 ð Leveling the Playing Field  
 
The primary premise for the passage of SB 232 by the Ohio General Assembly on June 4, 2010 is to level the playing field for 

Ohio to compete with other states for location of renewable energy projects.  In keeping with Ohio’s economic strategy to target 

renewable and advanced energy investment and job creation, the main argument by the supporters of SB 232 was that Ohio’s 

tax structure was not competitive with other Midwest states.  SB 232 reduces the tax burden for qualifying renewable energy 

projects from approximately $40,000 per megawatt to between $6,000 and $9,000 per megawatt.  This new law puts Ohio on par 

with other states including Michigan, Pennsylvania, Illinois and Indiana, making Ohio more attractive for location of advanced 

energy projects.  

 

Under SB 232, qualifying renewable energy projects greater than 5 MW 

could be exempt from tangible personal property taxes and instead 

would be responsible for a payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) to local 

schools and governments.  The PILOT amount is determined by a 

combination of capacity and number of jobs created.  Solar facilities will 

pay $7,000 per megawatt of nameplate capacity, while all other 

alternative energy projects pay between $6,000 and $8,000 per 

megawatt depending on the calculation of full-time employees during 

construction.  

 

In addition to the base PILOT fees, County Commissioners can impose an additional service payment ranging from $3,000 to 

$1,000, with the total not to exceed $9,000 per megawatt of nameplate capacity in total (County Commissioners Association of 

Ohio, 2010).  While the initial PILOT payment of $6,000, $7,000, or $8,000 will be circulated among the affected political 

jurisdictions per tangible personal property tax distribution, the additional service payments will be credited directly to the 

county’s general fund.  

 

Throughout the development of SB 232 there was considerable concern about lack of local control.  This prompted a provision 

that requires counties to approve the proposed tax treatment for projects thus essentially giving County Commissioners a veto 

authority over the PILOT application.  When a PILOT application is submitted, a number of actions can be taken by the County 

Commissioners including: 

 

Pass a resolution making the entire county an Alternative Energy Zone which would automatically approve all PILOT 

applicable projects. 

Make a determination on each individual PILOT application. 

Decline the application to participate in the PILOT program. 

Do nothing which will have the effect of declining to participate in the PILOT program.    

 

As a result of the County Commissioners authority to approve or disapprove a PILOT application, open communication between 

Township Trustees, School Board officials, and County Commissioners is essential.  Commissioners should expect input from 

affected townships and school districts weighing in on whether to approve PILOT tax treatment of projects.  Furthermore, it is 

important to note if a community declines the application to participate in the PILOT program, the community still has the ability 

to negotiate enterprise zone agreements on the tangible per­sonal property tax and the real property tax with the project 

developer.  
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