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CEDS Grant Funds Approved

Last Friday, grant funding approval was announced for the four

Dates & Events county Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy
(CEDS) that the WCOED had been working toward since mid

last year.

Feb. 24th - 9:00 a.m.
Workforce Attraction & Retention
Virtual - 4 Consecutive Wednesdays

' S y The grant funds include an 80/20 match from the U.S. Economic
March 8th - 4:00 p.m. Development Administration (EDA), which will total $72,000,

WCOED Board Meeting

Tetse o i oaiies Tt oo matched by $18,000 in local investment, to the Center For

Regional Development at Bowling Green State University, to

R ) adilitate the “US. 30 Corridor Comprehensive Economic

WCOED Dashboard Development Strategy (CEDS)” for Ashland, Crawford,
Richland, and Wyandot counties in north central Ohio.

312
77
35,421

State Procured Leads
WCOED Leads
Website Visits (1st time)

In other words, the WCOED and its local partners will fund
$4,500 of the overall $90,000 effort, which will create an over-

Capital Investment from $140,222,000

arching plan to facilitate job creation and diversification of the

local economy. Once implemented, the CEDS will assist the

Capital Investment from $168,257,656

region with recovery efforts from the COVID-19 pandemic and

Jobs Created 1,001

$30,976,527

New Annual Payroll help build resiliency from future economic disruptions.

Jobs Retained 3,124

$148,580,098

The WCOED and other Wyandot County leaders will play a

key role in the identification of critical projects to continue

Annual Payroll Retained

Grant Dollars Submitted $15,799,275
Grant Dollars Approved $6,040,023
Incentive Value Secured $4,536,804

improving the local and regional economy. The CEDS process

is expected to last
through much of 2021,
and will replace the
Wyandot County CEDS
completed in 2013.

Business Retention &
Expansion (BR&E) Visits

Note - numbers are cumulative estimates from

254

the organization's inception intended to give

board members a snapshot of the overall impact.
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Y Printing

Websites

Marketing - Design -

WCOED Member

Spotlight

A-1 Printing

This month’s WCOED Member Spotlight highlights
silver level member A-1 Printing. The following was
submitted by A-1:

Overview:

A-1 Printing opened its doors almost 40 years
ago with Sylvester “Ves” Johnson at the helm.
He built the business for 19 years before retiring
and selling it to employees, Dan and Barb Price
in 2001.

new sign printer.

A-1 Printing offers everything from business
cards to banners, including marketing mail,
forms, logo designs, websites, and more. They
have offices in Upper Sandusky, Bucyrus, and
Marion, offering delivery to those areas and sur-

rounding counties.

Participating in the communities it serves has

always been part of the A-1 Printing mission.

After
growth, they then passed the

18 years of strong| g

torch to Margaret Lucius, own-

er, and her daughter Sarah
Au-

N Printing
Lehnhart, manager, in

gust of 2019.

When you work with us, you can be
assured that you will receive top
quality service all while staying on
budget.

What a time to buy a business!

READMORE »

They have shown their com-

-—

mitment to the area as mem-
bers of many local chambers
and networking groups such

as, Wyandot County Chamber

Web Design

Our custom web designs are
of Commerce, Bucyrus Cham-

mobile-friendly and optimized to

provide the latest functionality and

ber, Marion Chamber, Galion-

Crestline  Chamber,

interactivity to your users.

READMORE »

Carey

Their first full year as owners
was 2020. As with everyone
they were hit by the pandemic |
but have managed to continue | #*"
growing throughout. Recently | eraphicpesign
A-1’s growth has included the

acquisition of new digital

We are prepared to handle any
graphic design need from logo
design, to complex layouts, to

direct mail pieces.

READMORE »

printers and the addition of a

Chamber, Rotary, BNI, Wyan-
¥ dot County Economic Devel-
| opment and more. Strong com-

munities build strong business-

Mailing

es and strong businesses sup-

Using your customer list or

database, we can mail your

port their communities, or at
least that’s the A-1 Printing

newsletter or post cards to reach

current or new clients,

READMORE »

philosophy.
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Kimmel Apparel » in Downtown Upper Sandusky

Last Tuesday the new Kimmel Apparel store opened its doors at 214 N Sandusky Avenue in Upper
Sandusky. Most recently the former site of a fitness center, the building at 214 N Sandusky Ave.
was acquired by Kimmel Corporation in late 2018. The building has since been renovated into a
retail space and showroom floor for products that can be acquired through Kimmel Apprel and

Kimmel Corporation.

The new Kimmel Apparel operation was derived from the former Kurtz Family Store, which was
located in the Village of Carey since 1952. Sarah Schutt, former managing owner of Kurtz, joined

forces with Kimmel Corporation to create the new Kimmel Apparel venture.

In an article with the Daily Chief-Union newspaper, Brian Kimmel of Kimmel Corp. noted, “The
store space will allow for a broad selection of garments to support many local teams while
providing plenty of room for processing large volume orders. This will complement our growing
corporate apparel division by further enabling us to develop custom, user-friendly apparel

programs for companies and school systems.”
Greg Kimmel believes Schutt will be an “incredible asset to the new store.”

“She brings years of experience gained from her fami-
ly in this industry. We look forward to partnering and

welcome all Kurtz customers,” he said.

Kimmel Corporation, established in 1931, provides
uniform rentals, mat services, linen rentals, restroom
services, drycleaning and laundering and apparel in
northwest and north central Ohio. The Kimmel
Apparel store is now open Tuesday —Friday from
10:00—6:00 and Saturday from 9:00 - 1:00.

(Sorce: Daily Chief-Union. 2 December 2020. Kimmel Corp. partnering with Kurt for Upper store. Retrieved Feb. 1, 2021 from: http://

WCOED Newsletter | Issue 67 | February 2021 www.WyandotCountyEconomicDevelopment.com



http://www.wyandotcountyeconomicdevelopment.com
http://www.dailychiefunion.com/businesstoday/kimmel-corp-partnering-with-kurtz-for-upper-store/
http://www.dailychiefunion.com/businesstoday/kimmel-corp-partnering-with-kurtz-for-upper-store/
http://www.dailychiefunion.com/businesstoday/kimmel-corp-partnering-with-kurtz-for-upper-store/
https://www.facebook.com/KimmelApparel/?ref=page_internal

Wyandot

County

News

AEP Rejoins WCOED

AEP Ohio, who was a previous member of the WCOED board from 2011 - 2018, has rejoined the lo-
cal economic development organization as a silver level member for the 2021 calendar year. AEP
Ohio will be represented on the WCOED board by John Recker,

Community and Customer Experience Account Manager, based AEP

out of Findlay. The WCOED is happy to again welcome John OHIO

who previously worked closely with the group as a project man- ‘ |

ager coving Wyandot and other counties with the Regional An AEP Company

Growth Partnership. BOUNDLESS ENERGY"

Regional Planning / WCOED Office to Assume City Zoning

As of the close of February, City of Upper Sandusky Planning and Zoning duties will be carried out
by the Wyandot County Regional Planning Commission. The County of Wyandot and WCOED

share staff for leadership of both Regional Planning and Economic Development.

Very similar to the agreement between the WCOED and County, at the end of January the board of
commissioners and City of Upper Sandusky leadership entered into a agreement for the Regional
Planning Director to also serve as City Zoning Administrator. Greg Moon, WCOED Executive
Director, will assume the planning and zoning role for the City along with assistance from Elaine
Tschanen, WCOED and Regional Planning Office Administrator.

The agreement was seen as a beneficial partnership to all parties with direct and indirect involve-
ment. The City of Upper, having a need for retiring Zoning Administrator, Dave Westbrook, will
have a replacement with experience in planning at a significant cost savings. The County will collect
an annual fee from the City to help offset its current costs to operate the Regional Planning Office,
and the WCOED will have high contact with development occurring in the City. For individuals
and businesses looking to develop property and invest locally, having Regional Planning, City

Zoning, and Economic Development functioning under one roof will create a streamlined resource.
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Wyandot

County

News

WETF Offering Educational Series

The Wyandot Employment Task Force (WETTF), is pleased to offer a free, 4-part virtual series cover-
ing current trends and strategies to improve workforce attraction and retention. These 45 minute
sessions will take place each Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. beginning February 24th, and will utilize the

Zoom platform.

Register Now

The WETF is a concerted effort of the
Wyandot County Office of Economic
Development and Wyandot Chamber

FREE Virtual Sed

of Commerce that brings together all

EMPLOYMENT |
TASK FORCE |

‘Five Communities of Interest’, or
those stakeholders that play a crucial
role in workforce development, spe-
cifically to tackle the local issues sur-

rounding workforce. These commu-

nities of interest include Business,

Government, Community organiza- eg oﬁg;’ac::"l';f;&
tions, Education, and Local Talent; all ; Generations O?g?ﬁi;;?b

of which must be engaged and moti-

vated to make headway in alleviating S
enise ba

this top challenge faced by employers BT ETRGERGELG RN T

Task Force at:
across the country.
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Ohio Economic

Development News

Gov. Budgets $1 Billion to Grow Businesses & Communities

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine and Lt. Governor Jon Husted unveiled their Executive Budget for
Fiscal Years 2022 to 2023 last week, which included a plan to spur Ohio’s continued recovery by
investing in communities, people, and businesses. Through the Investing In Ohio Initiative, the
Executive Budget launches a strategic effort to invest more than $1 billion toward accelerating

economic growth and ensuring economic vitality.

The Investing In Ohio Initiative includes $460 million to support Ohio's small businesses that have
been significantly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The proposal includes:
o Investing $200 million in grants for bars and restaurants;

e $150 million in grants for Small Business Relief Grant applicants, who previously applied and
are qualified;

e $50 million in grants for lodging industry businesses;
e 540 million in grants for indoor entertainment venues;

e And $20 million in grants for new businesses, many of whom were unqualified to receive previ-
ous funding.

The Investing In Ohio Initiative also includes a $70 million investment to upskill Ohio’s workforce:

o Investing an additional $5 million for 5,000 tech-focused credentials through the TechCred
program in fiscal year 2021;

o Funding $50 million ($25 million in each fiscal year 2022 and 2023) for 40,000 tech-focused
credentials through the TechCred program;

e And investing $15 million for workforce efforts in economically distressed communities.

The Investing In Ohio Initiative also includes $200 million to support infrastructure projects that
will attract new jobs and investment opportunities, $250 million in broadband expansion to help
bridge the digital divide, and $50 million toward elevating Ohio’s standing on a national scale
through a marketing campaign to promote the state as a world-class place to live, work, and learn.

(Source: Press Release. 1 January 2021. Governor DeWine, Lt. Governor Husted Unveil Plan of More than $1 Billion Targeted to Strengthen and Grow
Ohio Communities and Businesses.)
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National Economic

Development News

More Funding to More Businesses Opened by Recent Stimulus

At the end of 2020, the federal government passed a $900 billion coronavirus-related stimulus bill,
which among other things, included the reopening of the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and

setting aside new funds for Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) grants.

The new stimulus bill reopens the PPP program for any business that did not apply before and ex-
pands which types of businesses can apply for forgivable PPP loans, including 501(c)(6) nonprofits,
local news media organizations or housing cooperatives. The new funding for first-time PPP loans

is available through March 31, 2021, or until the new funds are exhausted.

Any business that qualified and received a PPP loan in 2020 will now have the chance to apply for a
second PPP loan if they meet certain criteria. The second draw program will offer forgivable loans
to small businesses, nonprofits, sole proprietors and independent contractors if they meet these con-
ditions: 1) the company has fewer than 300 employees, and (2) the company had a 25% reduction in
gross receipts during at least one quarter of 2020 versus the same quarter of 2019. Also, $25 billion
in second draw PPP loans has been specifically set aside for borrowers with 10 or fewer employees

or loans less than $250K in low-income or moderate-income communities.

Another important aspect of the CARES Act for small businesses was that it expanded eligibility for
the SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDLs). EIDLs are available to Tribal businesses, coop-
eratives, and ESOPs with fewer than 500 employees. They are also available to all non-profit organi-
zations, including 501(c)(6)s, and to individuals operating as sole proprietors or independent con-

tractors. They can be approved by the SBA based solely on an applicant’s credit score.

Notably, the new law sets aside $20 billion in order to reopen the $10,000 Economic Injury Disaster
Loan (EIDL) grant program. EIDLs offer borrowers a $10,000 emergency grant cash advance that
can be forgiven if spent on paid leave, maintaining payroll, increased costs due to supply chain dis-
ruption, mortgage or lease payments or repaying obligations that cannot be met due to revenue

losses. Unlike PPP loans, EIDL program loans come directly from the SBA.

(Source: Ludwig, S. 7 January 2021. U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Small Business Update: The Latest Stimulus Details and Changes to PPP Loans. Re-

trieved Feb. 2, 2021 from: https://www.uschamber.com/co/events/small-business-update-town-hall/small-business-update-december-stimulus)
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The audience overview shows
that after many months of im-
proving performance, recent
website traffic was lower
across almost all of the Google
Analytics’ major indicators.

The number of pages viewed Users

-24.43%

1,095 vs 1,449

M&L&M

per session was the only posi-

tive indicator seen.

Important items to note for the
Number of Sessions per User

-3.97%

1.15vs1.20
e 1,095 total users ' A

months of December & Jan.:

1,059 new users
Avg. Session Duration

opment
s10buic)

Audience Overview

New Users

-24.63%

1,059 vs 1,405

Mﬁ—b&&mm

Pageviews

-12.92%

2,345vs 2,693

Dotmodia ot oA A4

Bounce Rate

00:01:05 avg. visit duration [EEiCIEILS 2.71%
00:01:05 vs 00:01:24 66.80% Vs 68.66%
1.86 pages viewed on A Do | | Ot oo
average per visit
314 (29%) of users were Acquisition Report

from mobile devices

Top 10 cities where visits

originated & percent of total:

Columbus - 12.43%
Ashburn - 10.82%
Cincinnati - 10.73%
Boardman - 7.16%
Upper Sandusky - 6.62%
Findlay - 2.24%

San Jose - 1.97%

Carey - 1.97%

Santa Clara - 1.43%

10. Beijing - 1.34%

\

oo N ey o =
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Monthly Comparison

Sessions

-27.43%

1,262 vs 1,739

M&-ﬂo&bﬂﬁéw

Pages / Session

19.99%

1.86vs 1.55

I NPV VPOV OV

Dec 1, 2020 - Jan 31, 2021

The following is a representation of WCOED website statistics for the

most recent months of December & January vs. October & November.

M New Visitor M Returning Visitor

Dec 1, 2020 - Jan 31,2021

90 9%

Oct 1, 2020 - Nov 30, 2020

The number of users accessing the site through social media channels
significantly decreased, while the those accessing the site through an organic

internet search significantly increased during the most recent 2-month period.
Oct 1, 2020 - Nov 30, 2020

M Direct
M Organic Search
M Referral
Social
I (Other)

www.WyandotCountyEconomicDevelopment.com


http://www.wyandotcountyeconomicdevelopment.com

Wyandot County

Building a Stronger Community

Economic Develo

ment

Issue 67 | February 2021

Mission Statement

The WCOED was established to assist existing local businesses in economic development projects enabling them to

remain profitable and competitive. In addition, we strategically research existing supply chains and regional industries

to target and recruit new businesses development into the community. Ultimately, it is our intent to help improve the

overall economic viability and quality of life in Wyandot County and the various municipalities located therein.

Special Thanks to our Supporting Members

& First National Bank

of Sycamore

Mennel

Platinum Members:

I N D U S TR I £ S

THE CITY OF

UPPER SANDUSKY

WYANDOT

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

Blanchard Valley Health System
Carey Exempted Village Schools

Charles Construction Services, Inc.

Continental Structural Plastics
CSI Construction Services Inc.
Custom Glass Solutions
First Citizens National Bank
Freedom Caregivers

Hempy Water

Gold Members:
Kimmel Corporation
Kirbys Sand & Gravel
M.C. Diversified
Mohawk Local Schools
National Lime & Stone Company
North Central Electric Cooperative

One Energy, LIL.C
Premier Bank
Quest Federal Credit Union

Reineke Motors, Inc.
Roynon Electrical Products Co.
Schilling Propane Company
Sycamore Telephone Company
UIS Insurance & Investments
Upper Sandusky Schools
Upper United Development Corp.
WMS Marketing Services

A-1 Printing
AEP Ohio
ACI Alvada Construction Co.
Edward Jones - Chris Daris
Fairhaven Community
Hancock-Wood Electric Coop.

Silver Members:

Mid-Ohio Energy Cooperative, Inc.

OPS Wireless
Peterman Associates, Inc.
Pfeifer Hardware
Regina Vent Realty LLC
Roth Bacon Moon Attorneys, LLC

Reciprocal & Ex-Officio Members:

Angeline School & Industries

Carey Area Chamber of Commerce

Doug Frisch

Union Home Mortgage
Village of Sycamore
Ward-Pahl CPA, LLC
Wyandot Chamber of Commerce
Wyandot County Skilled Nursing
& Rehabilitation Center

Wyandot County Office of Economic Development

Greg Moon - Executive Director
109 S Sandusky Ave, Room 16
Upper Sandusky, OH 43351
419-294-6404

gmoon@wcoed.com
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